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WHAT IS DYSLEXIA?
Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty that makes it difficult for 
people to read, write and/or spell. It has nothing to do with the person’s 
intelligence. Having dyslexia does not mean that your child’s ability to
learn is below average.
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• Unexpected difficulty in learning to read, 
write and spell e.g. reversing letters (d, b) 
doy for boy, ded, for bed, Spells phoneti-
cally e.g. nek for neck, hed for head and 
can spell the same word in different ways 
in the same piece of work.

• Trouble remembering facts and numbers, 
short memory processing.

• Trouble with Handwriting or with grip-
ping a pencil.

• Problem in Learning and understanding 
new skills; instead, relies heavily on mem-
orization

• Problem following a sequence of direc-
tions

• Trouble with word in maths
 • Leaves out, repeats or adds extra words, 

or misses or repeats a line.

• Trouble reading unfamiliar words, often 
making wild guesses because he/she 
cannot sound out the word

• It is a genetic specific learning 
disorder that runs in families

• It is best thought as a continuum 
existing from mild to severe

• It is very common affecting 10-15% of 
the population  

• It is independent of social and 
economic factors or intelligence

• It is not an illness

• Early identification is key in helping 
dyslexic person(s)

• Famous dyslexic people include 
Richard Branson, Will Smith, Tom 
Cruise, among others

In the last 5 years, over 20% of students who 
sit KCPE exam acquired marks less than 150 
and more than 21% of those who sat KCSE 
acquire Grades D- and E. On the 2nd day of 
school opening in January 2020, 2 students 
allegedly committed suicide because they 
were forced to repeat class 6.  

Cases of children committing suicide 
because they did not acquire the desired 
grades/marks are reported every year.  Most 
of these children have unidentified learning 
difficulties like dyslexia.  

DOK aims to raise public awareness about 
dyslexia/specific learning difficulties, provide 
screening, assessment and intervention 
services, empower teachers through skills 
development and provide support for par-
ents and affected children.
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